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Required Texts (available at the Western Bookstore) 
Damrosch, David, Gateways to World Literature (volumes 1 & 2).  

 
Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, you are expected to be able to:  
▪Identify cross-cultural patterns of similarity and difference as evidenced in the 
circulation of themes and the exchange of stories across time and space  

▪Recognize the roots of today’s globalizing world in a number of literary works. 
▪Understand how literature, from around the world, has historically contributed to 

generate, disseminate, and transgress cultural assumptions and values. 
▪discuss the role that literature has played, and continue to play, in exploring how 
the meaning of universal human concerns – such as love, friendship, power, justice 

and  happiness – evolves in time. 
▪ show awareness of some of the basic questions regarding adaptation.  

▪ appreciate the role of cultural networks that cities have played throughout history.  
▪demonstrate basic critical skills in discussing topics and in analyzing works 
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